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Dear parents and other care providers, 
 
I begin this week by welcoming Melissa McCleary to our staff. Melissa will be replacing Heather O’Connor and 
Jenny Warner whilst they are on leave. Melissa comes to us having had teaching experience in Canada.  
 
I wish Melissa the very best for her time here with us and look forward to working with her over the coming 
term. 
 
“The eagle has landed” is a famous statement that was made during the landing of Apollo 11 in 1969. Forty 
years later in 2009 we launch our new look website. Not quite the same launch or landing as Apollo 11 but 
equally exciting for those who have been involved with its development and the enormous amount of work that 
has sat behind it. 
 
Once again I would like to thank Betty and Olivier for the work they have done to develop this site for us at no 
cost to the school. I also thank Peta Thomson for all the work she has done ensuring there is good information 
to keep existing and prospective school families up-to-date. 
 
This site will be a work in progress but, like the Apollo mission, I know that there are people who presently will 
be celebrating the successful landing of a new presence on the internet. If you would like to visit the site you 
may do so at www.rainworthss.eq.edu.au  
 
Prep parents will have noticed the return of the barricade this week. Over the coming weeks there will be a 
facilities project occurring to finally link the two remaining Prep buildings. This will provide covered access 
between all of the Prep buildings. Once again, there will be a little inconvenience associated with this project 
as I am sure you will be aware. However, the completion will certainly result in a good outcome for the 
students and staff who are working in this area. 
 
This week I would again like to recognise some of our athletes. Following the selection trials Oliver Ritchie and 
Ted Coaldrake will be playing in the district AFL team. Well done boys, I hope you enjoy the experience. I 
would also like to congratulate those who were able to represent our school at the trials; a great effort. 
 
In closing this week I would like to congratulate all of the students who attended the IDEAS Festival last Friday 
on the manner in which they conducted themselves. I would also like to congratulate the presenters who 
provided a combined presentation demonstrating the work undertaken by all of the students in these classes. 
The presentation was very well delivered, entertaining and informative. It really did demonstrate the historical 
perspectives of Brisbane and a range of environmental issues as well. 
 
Congratulations also to the teachers who supported this project from the outset. The work undertaken and 
presented by the students certainly has represented the work embarked on by our teachers. To their credit, 
our teachers were questioned by others about the process and I have been asked for the electronic 
presentation for use in other schools. This really is rewarding to be recognised by colleagues in this manner. 
Well done on a great team effort. 
 
Reading to your child – hints for parents 
 
Comics, magazines, library books, signs and even shopping lists can stimulate your child’s reading. Asking 
your child to read these aloud with you will improve their reading in the classroom. 
 
You can help you child with their reading by: 
 

·  Reading to them from an early age – to let them know that reading is a fun and relaxing activity and 
not just for work and school. Children love to copy, so it’s a great way to set an example that 
reading is important. 
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“The investigation of the 
meaning of words is the 
beginning of education.”  
 
Antisthenes 



 
·  Asking your child to read aloud each day 

for at least 10 minutes from a variety of 
texts, such as beginner readers, library 
books and picture books – this will 
establish a routine and make reading aloud 
easier. 

·  Using expression and reaction when you 
read and using different voices for different 
characters – this can make a story more 
entertaining. 

·  Allowing your child to choose what you 
read together – it doesn’t matter if you read 
the same book several times. 

·  Joining a library and borrowing books to 
read is inexpensive. Most libraries will have 
a children’s librarian – it is a good idea to 
speak with them about books you can 
share with your child. 

 
For more tips on helping your child to embrace 
reading visit: www.education.qld.gov.au/parents/map/  

 
Warm regards, 
 
Bill Carey 
PRINCIPAL 
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Young Scholars Program 
The Queensland Academies’ Young Scholars 
Program (YS) is a network of students, parents and 
schools which aims to develop the talents of high 
achieving Year 5 to 7 students across Queensland. 
 
The program offers benefits which include access to 
a range of workshops and learning opportunities run 
in partnership with GERRIC (Gifted Education 
Research and Resource Centre), the Queensland 
Academies and their university partners, and a 
website affording a comprehensive range of 
resources. 
 
YS will bring together like-minded people who have 
the desire to nurture the talents of young talented 
people. 
 
Our teachers will nominate students for YS based on 
a student’s ability to meet one of the following criteria. 

·  95th percentile on any individual or group 
IQ test. 

·  95th percentile on a subscale (e.g. verbal 
performance) of an individual IQ test. 

·  A score well within the top band of the 
NSW Basic Skills Test (literacy or 
numeracy). 

·  A High Distinction or Distinction in the 
Australian Schools Science, English or 

·  Mathematics Competition (University of 
New South Wales Competition). 

·  A letter from the school confirming that the 
student’s academic performance or 
potential in Mathematics, Science or 
English is within the top 5 percent of the 
age cohort. 

 
Presently we are looking at our students in Year 5 
and 7 who are eligible to enter the Young Scholars 

Program for 2009. We need to ensure that those 
students we put forward meet the above criteria. 
 
Students already in the Young Scholars Program 
through the 2008 intake will still continue with the 
program and be able to access the website and 
Young Scholars workshops held throughout the year.  
 

The University of New South Wales  
Mathematics and English Competitions 

 
Rainworth students will be invited to participate in 
these competitions for 2009. 
 
Subject Closing date 

for entries 
(Taken care of by 
the school) 

Sitting Date 

English Tuesday July 7 Tuesday 
August 4 
 

Mathematics Wednesday 
July 22 

Wednesday 
August 19 
 

 
This competition gives the school a great deal of 
information on your child’s ability in maths and 
English. It gives the teacher diagnostic information 
enabling them to pinpoint areas of strengths and 
weakness. We use the competition results to enable 
us to enter students in the Young Scholars Program. 
 
Early in Term 2 a letter will go out to all parents of 
children in Years 5 - 7 regarding the UNSW 
Competitions to confirm whether you wish your child 
to participate. If they do take part you will be able to 
access your child’s report online which shows their 
response to each question and their individual results 
from this year and previous years. 
 
Every student will receive a certificate and a data 
sheet reflecting their performance in the competitions. 
Students are eligible for rewards including medals 
and high distinction, distinction, and credit certificates. 
The cost for those who opt in for the competition will 
be $6 per competition (English and/or Maths). 
 
ANZAC Day Ceremony 
The Rainworth Anzac Ceremony will be held on 
Tuesday, April 21 commencing at 10.00am. Parents 
are invited to attend. Please read further information 
about this event elsewhere in the Mirror. 

 
Regards, 
 
Stephen Stocker 
Deputy Principal 
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Term 1 Charges and Curriculum Support  

 
Due on or before Thursday, 23 April 2009 

 
Statements for the Charges and Curriculum Support 
were sent home via your child last week.  If your child 
was absent on 26 March, your Statement was posted 
home on that day. 
 
For those of you who have not yet received a 
Statement (printed on blue paper) please check your 
child’s bag, desk tidy tray or homework folder.  If you 
are unable to locate your Statement, please visit or 
call the Office and another can be printed for you. 
YEAR 6/7 CAMP FEES 



I would like to remind the Year 6/7 families that fees 
for the Year 6/7 Camp are due on or before 
Wednesday, 8 April, 2009.  Fees for the Camp must 
be paid prior to departure. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any queries you 
may have in relation to the Statement.   
 
Regards, 
 
Katrina Mitchell 
Business Services Manager 
 

 

ANZAC Day  
Our school ceremony will be held on the first day 
back from the Easter holiday break; Tuesday 21 April 
at 10am, near the ANZAC Memorial Garden in front 
of the school. 
 
You are all invited to attend and have morning tea 
with our other guests after the Ceremony. 
 
ANZAC Badges will be sold all next week from 
Monday 6 April. Badges will be available before 
school near the bottom of the stairs that lead to the 
Office. Badges will sell for 50c each. 
 
Wendie Hirsch 
ANZAC Day Coordinator 
 

 
TUCKSHOP NEWS 
 

Tomorrow @ Tuckshop 
 
 

Karyn Lowe  HOMEBAKING 
Andre Peltola  Jane Bowman 
Margot Clark  Heidi Webster 
Susie Gould  Cathy Chan 
11.30 Renaye Cvetkovski  Kristy Crome 

 
MON 6/4 

 

 
WED 8/4 

 

 
FRI 10/4 

Anne Maree 
Steele 

Tamsin Francis Good Friday 

Nicole 
McNaughton 

Gail Connell  

Heidi Mellare Julie Preece  
HOMEBAKING Rosemary Carroll  
Jane Rylance HOMEBAKING  
Fiona Smith Easter Afternoon 

Tea Special 
HOMEBAKING 

 
ANZAC Day Morning Tea 
In the spirit of tradition, a morning tea will be held for 
the guests who will attend our ANZAC Day 
Ceremony on Tuesday 21 April. Please consider 
baking something for the occasion and bring it along 
to the Tuckshop early on Tuesday morning, 21 April. 
 
Easter Special Hot Cross Bun Afternoon Tea 
Thanks for supporting this special offer. Order forms 
are included in this edition of The Mirror. HELP is 
required to butter hot-cross buns from 12 noon until 
2pm on Wednesday 8 April. Please let me know if 
you can help. 
 
Thanks - Rosie �  
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String Ensembles Rehearsals  will not be held on 
Monday 6 April on account of the cross country, 
however, lessons will run as normal. 
 
A reminder to all students who are eligible to attend 
the Midi-Strings Camp ; parental consent, medical 
information and full payment was due to the GREEN 
BOX by Wednesday 1 April. Please return and pay 
costs as soon as possible if you have not already 
done so. 
 
Audition nomination forms for GRIPPS  were 
issued to students recently. Parental consent and 
audition fee payments were due to the GREEN BOX 
by Monday 30 March. Please return these 
documents and payment as soon as possible if 
you have not already done so.  
 
Regards, 
 
Reneè Heron           Kylie Moorhouse 
Strings Teacher           Band Teacher 
 

 

Classroom 
Music News 

 
The Easter Hat 

Parade will be held next Thursday 9 April at the front 
play area, beginning at 9:15am and will conclude at 
approximately 10:30 am. 
 
Children from Prep, Years 1 and Year 2 will parade 
their Easter Hats (designed and constructed with the 
friendly assistance of their older "buddies") and 
perform a couple of Easter-themed items for your 
enjoyment. 
 
We hope to set the scene for a Happy Easter break! 
  
Moira Killen  
Classroom Music Teacher 

 
The Rainworth Student Council 
has been busy in recent meetings 
planning a variety of fundraising 
and awareness campaigns for a 
range of worthy causes. 
 
Some of their ideas include: 

 
·  Let’s Raise Funds for Halima 
·  Hands on For Reconciliation 
·  Save the Children  
·  Shoes for an African Nation 
·  Indigenous Reading Program 

 
This is a wide scope of ideas and the Student Council 
members are to be commended for their commitment 
to helping those in need. We look forward to the 
school community’s support when these events are 
underway. 
 
Jo-Anne Ryan and Kate Swete Kelly 
Rainworth Student Council Coordinators 
 
 
 



 

Library News 
 
Author Visit 
Wendy Orr’s visit was engaging and 
inspiring. It was wonderful to see 
students from Years 4-7 focussed 

and full of questions about the author’s writing. She 
talked about her love of writing, her writing process, 
especially redrafting, and the process of publication. 
Wendy also discussed the practice of turning a novel 
into a movie script and showed photos of the making 
of the movie. I think Jamie Hogg’s last words to 
Wendy in his thank you summed up how we all felt, 
“We look forward to your next book!” 
 

 
 

 
Chess Coaching  
Numbers are creeping up but we still need 
a few more students to sign up if we are to 
go ahead with these sessions. Chess is a 
very old game which is enjoyed for its 

problem-solving challenges. Students who have 
joined these sessions before have stated that playing 
against other students and learning new strategies 
was most enjoyable. Next Wednesday will be the 
deadline for students to join up for chess. If interested 
please fill in the form below and return it to the 
GREEN BOX by Wednesday 8 April. 
�  
 
Chess Coaching Expression of Interest 

Attn: Library  
 
 

Child’s Name & Class: _______________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name & Contact Number: ____________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

RETURN TO GREEN BOX Wednesday 8 April  
 

 
Holiday Borrowing  
This is the last week for lessons in 
the Library; class teacher planning 
for Term 2 starts next week. 
Students have been borrowing this 
week in preparation for the holidays 

but will still be able to borrow until next Thursday! 
 
Holiday Activities  
The State Library of Queensland 
always has something exciting 
going on but it looks like a lot of fun 

is planned for Easter. Janeen Brian, Australian 
author, will be holding workshops for children aged 8-
12 years. She is also having a session called “Bears 
in the Corner” for children aged 4-8 years.  
 
For children aged 9-12 years, a new play, “Maxine 
Mellor’s Mystery Project”, will be showing. It is a co-
production between Queensland Theatre Company 
and the SLQ. There is a postscript which states that 
this play is a murder mystery containing supernatural 
references. The playwright, Maxine Mellor, is also 
holding a workshop. 
 
These are just some of the activities planned and for 
more details please go to the SLQ website 
www.slq.qld.gov.au/whats-on/events/children . Some 
of these programs require bookings and there maybe 
a cost involved as well.  
 
Read on! 
Jane-Marie Butler & Paula Potter 
Teacher-Librarians 
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Year 6 and 7 SPEAKING TASKS 
Congratulations to the following students on 
completing the task at an “eccellente” level (B+, A). 
They will be presented with their certificates and prize 
packs during next week’s assembly. 
 
5/6T Olivia Smart, Kate Laliberte-Bickle 
 
6/7S  Sophie Poida-Marsters, Stirling Hall-
Pearce, Pippa Askham, Jamie Hogg 
 
6/7T Sammy Hogg, Patrick McLennan, Emily 
Walker 
 
Parents, ask your child for their yellow assessment 
sheet to find out exactly how they performed. 
 
GRAN PREMIO DI FORMULA UNO-FORMULA 1 
GRAND PRIX 
Thanks to all those that refrained from asking how 
the Ferraris performed at Sunday’s Melbourne Grand 
Prix. There’s always the next race! 
 
EASTER EGG SURPRISES 
Did you know that all Italian Easter eggs come with a 
surprise gift inside? 
 
Someone who used this knowledge to his advantage 
was Pietro Ferrero, founder of what has become one 
of the biggest international manufacturers of 
chocolate and sweet products, FERRERO. 
 
Pietro founded his confectionery company in 1948 in 
Alba, Northern Italy. Soon his chocolate products 
dominated the Italian market and by the early 60’s his 
family company had spread to Europe on the 
strength of Nutella. 
 
In 1968 he started the Kinder range of chocolates, 
specifically aimed at children. Ferrero looked on the 
popularity of chocolate eggs at Easter time in Italy for 
inspiration and in 1972 launched the “Kinder 
Sorpresa”. 
 
The idea of a chocolate egg containing a surprise 
being available all year round was a huge success in 
Italy and the craze soon spread internationally; to the 



extent that today there are Kinder Surprise collectors’ 
clubs and dedicated websites on the toys and models 
found within them. 
 
Never tried one? Why should the kids have all the 
fun? Why not try to win a pack of 3 Kinder Surprise 
eggs this Easter, courtesy of The Embassy? 
 
Simply write your contact details on the back of an 
envelope addressed “KINDER COMP” and place it in 
the GREEN BOX, along with the answer to this 
question. 
 
“Kinder is German for?” 
 
Entries close 3pm next Tuesday and winners will be 
notified on Wednesday. Buona fortuna! 
 
SAINT PATRICK IN A BIND? 
Poor old St Patrick was in a quandary this morning as 
to who to send his blessing to in the World Cup 
Qualifier played between Italy and Ireland in Bari. 
 
Should he go for the country of his Roman origin (as 
previously outlined here in Lo Specchio) or the one 
which made him their Patron Saint? 
 
Ever the diplomat Paddy went for a one all draw to 
keep a foot in each camp. Where was St Francis in 
all this? 
 
BACI THOUGHT OF THE DAY 
Un bacio e’ la scintilla che accende ogni grand’ 
amore… 
A kiss is the spark that enflames every great 
romance…                                                                           
(anonimo) 
  
Sig Alfredo Ferranti 
Italian Embassy 
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Our New website is here 
 

Take a look – It’s fantastic! 
 
On behalf of the P&C I would like to sincerely thank 
Betty Moinet, Olivier Le Goff, and Peta Thomson  
for making this exciting new website a reality. These 
parents have given freely of their time and expertise 
over many months to create this showcase of our 
school. 
 
I encourage you and your children to browse the site 
to see the extent of the information contained there. 
 
Please take a look at the For  the Parents section – 
you will find overviews of all the P&C groups that you 
may like to become involved with. You can email the 
P&C from the website or at rss.pandc@gmail.com to 
show your interest or for enquiries. 
 
Don’t forget - Working Bee this Sunday 5 April 3 -
6pm. 
 
Rainworth has been described as “a country 
school in the city.” Our children are lucky to have 
such a natural school environment. However, 
maintenance is necessary to keep it safe and looking 
beautiful. 
 

Please come and give Mark Yeates a hand on 
Sunday. 
 
Many hands will get the job done;   you will probably 
meet new parents; you might even have some fun 
and you will definitely make a difference!  
 
Thanks for your time. 
 
Sandra Boland 
P&C President 
 

 
Active School Travel News 
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Last week we mentioned that there is a two-minute 
parking zone on Main Avenue that is not as busy as 
the zone directly outside the school on Boundary 
Road. There is also a two-minute zone on the other 
side of Boundary Road, just up the hill from the 
pedestrian crossing. Give it a go – let’s get rid of 
those dangerous queues of double-parked cars. 
  
Peter Matic Trophy 
This week's holder of the Peter Matic Walking 
Wheeling Wednesday Trophy is class PYO. 
Congratulations! 
  
Active dates for your diary 
8 April  – students with five stamps on their Walking 
Wheeling Wednesday cards will be presented with 
special rewards. Stay tuned for more details. 
  
9 April  – deadline for bike skills forms. Dates for bike 
skills training are 1, 8, 15 and 22 May, and the course 
is open to all students in Years 5, 6 and 7 – don’t 
miss out! 
  
Active School Travel Committee 
 

Rainbow Gourmet Stall 
 
Each year the Gourmet Stall at the 
Rainbow Carnival sells condiments, 
jams and dips. Year 1 families look 
after this Stall but frequently many 
parents / carers from other year 

levels contribute batches of their home-made 
goodies! If you would like to make any condiments, 
jams or dips for this stall, or know of a business who 
may like to donate a quantity, please contact Jane 
Rylance on email jane.rylance@optusnet.com.au or 
phone 0413 130 274. 
 

YEAR 5 MUMS are welcome to drinks at The 
Barracks Palace Cinema Bar on Tuesday 7 April  
from 7pm. Come and have a drink, catch a movie or 
a bite to eat! Looking forward to seeing you there!  
Year 5 Class Reps: Liz Exell, Jess White, Jill Bills 
and Catherine Williamson. 
 

PREP MUMS will be having a get-together in 
Gregory Park, Baroona Rd, on Friday 3 April  straight 
after morning drop-off. BYO coffee and other 
essentials for an enjoyable morning in the park. 
 



Year 2 Date Claimers 
Friday 3 April at 7.30pm . Organise a babysitter for 
the Year 2 social evening. BYO drinks and send $5 
per head in an envelope to the GREEN BOX for 
catering. Mums and Dads are welcome. Venue: 20 
Simpsons Rd, Bardon. Enquiries Jo Davis 0411 848 
822. 

 
It’s time to mark it on your 

calendar, book your babysitters 
and start organising your teams. 

It is the Rainworth 

“Trivia Night” 
Sat. 30 May 

Venue: 
QLD Academy for Science Maths & Technology’s 

Recreation Centre 
78 Bywong St, Toowong 

 
First Questions kick off at 7.15pm. 

Arrive from 6.15pm to set up your tables. 
 

Last time we had 160 people come and join in the fun 
so let’s try to beat that this year. We would love to 
see some of the new families in our school 
community come along and join in the fun. 

 
Keep watching for more details. 

 
Carolyn Smith 

cakt@optusnet.com.au  
Jess White 

jbo@powerup.com.au  
Jane Peake 

j.peake@uq.edu.au  
 

The LOST PROPERTY box will be cleared at the end 
of term. All items clearly named will be returned to 
the owner. Items not clearly named will be disposed 
of. Please remember to name all your child’s 
belongings and make sure you include a surname. 
 

Rainworth / Bardon “The Gap – 5” 
Neighbourhood Watch Meeting 

7.30pm Tuesday 14 April 
Multi-Purpose Room 

Rainworth State School 
 

 
For information about contributions to The Rainworth 
Mirror please contact Joanna Evans �  3514 9444 or 

Email jevan142@eq.edu.au 
 

DEADLINE: TUESDAY 3PM for publication 
Thursday 

Please supply fully prepared contributions. 
 

Contributions received after this time will be held over 
and published in the following week’s Mirror. 
 
No advertising will be accepted. 
 
Contributions are published at the Principal’s 
discretion. 
 

 
 
 
 

�  Pay Term 1 Charges and 
Curriculum Support  on or 
before Thursday 23 April . 
�  Pay 6/7 Camp Costs  on or 
before Wednesday 8 April . 

�   Return CHESS Coaching Expression of 
Interest  to GREEN BOX by Wednesday 8 April . 
�  School Banking  is processed every Wednesday . 
New accounts welcome – new venue MPR. 
�  Walk to School next Wednesday and enjoy the 
benefits. 
�  SCHOOL ABSENCE LINE – 3514 9460 
�  Consider baking for the ANZAC Day Morning 
Tea, Tuesday 21 April. 
�  Come along and watch the Hat Parade on 
Thursday 9 April . 
�  Return orders and payment for Hot Cross Bun 
Afternoon Tea Offer  Friday 3 April. 
�  Be in to win it with the Bike Skills @ Rainworth  
Offer. Deadline 9 April . 
�  Get set with your Trivia Night  plans and watch out 
for further information. 
�  Consider coming along to the Working Bee this 
Sunday from 3 – 6pm. 
�  ANZAC Badges  will be on sale next week. 
Badges will cost 50c each . 
�  Consider entering the Kinder Surprise 
Competition . See Italian News. 
�  Surf Rainworth’s new website 
www.rainworthss.eq.ed.au  
�  Consider making a batch of goodies for the 
Rainbow Gourmet Stall . 
�  Check LOST PROPERTY  before the close of 
term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


