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Dear parents and other care providers, 
 

It’s smart and beautiful and almost ready! 
 
The design of our new website is a wonderful reflection of all that our school represents with fabulous 
sparkling children’s faces and amazing artworks framing the site. You will find that the material is up-to-date 
and bursting with valuable information for just about every occasion. Mind you, we will be adding more 
material so if you think of something we should include, please let us know by emailing 
info@rainworthss.eq.edu.au Still to come:  the password secured parents’ section, class pages and more 
information for parents. 
 

In appreciation 
 
On behalf of the entire school community I would like to extend thanks to Olivier Le Goff and Betty Moinet 
from OLG Multimedia for their commitment to getting this job done with such flair. As parent, they were keen 
to contribute to the school in the best way they could, so with their expertise and dedication we now have a 
website that really does embody Rainworth State School. Thank you both very much. 
 
See the new site from Monday 30 March. 
 
P&C Meeting News 
 
I extend sincere thanks to the outgoing P&C Executive for the work they have done over the last 12 months. I 
believe that P&Cs do a great job, particularly at times when there is a change in leadership within a school. 
Thanks to everyone for their support and assistance. I also thank them for their contributions in relation to 
securing grant funding, supporting facilities projects and providing advice around school services, curriculum 
matters and other strategic issues. 
 
Finally, I would like to extend special thanks to Melissa Lau who took on the role of President from July 2008. 
Through the first part of the year the P&C had been operating without one. Melissa has made a great 
contribution to the school over her time as President and I thank her for this. 
 
Congratulations to the newly elected Executive: 
 
President    Sandra Boland 
Secretary    Julie Newport 
Treasurer    Kerry-Anne Walker 
VP Services   Celia Lamond 
VP Student Support   Suzy Tamone 
VP Social and Fundraising  Cecilia Homerlein 
VP Capital Works and Grounds Susan Chamberlain 
 
I look forward to another successful year. 
 
Reporting 
 
Over recent weeks some families will have their first round of oral reporting from teachers. This year it is 
expected that all classes will offer an opportunity for parents to speak with the class teacher this term or within 
the first few weeks next term. 
 
The official school reports will be delivered at the end of each semester and provide another opportunity to 
request a meeting. I encourage all families to take advantage of the opportunities presented. 

 

����������	���
���
 �
�

“There is more to life than 
increasing its speed.” 
Mahatma Ghandi 



Please note that parents may also request an 
interview at any stage if they wish to discuss a 
particular issue.   
 
Head Lice 
 
Head Lice are frequently an issue for parents and 
families. This is particularly true for families of 
students in the early years. Recently some of our 
students have received information home in regard to 
this matter. At this time, I encourage all families to 
check their children and commence treatment if head 
lice are identified. To assist, a fact sheet has been 
included this week. It is published by the Victorian 
Department of Human Services. I hope you find it 
useful and thank you for your assistance. 
 
Learning about mass and weight 
 
‘Mass’ and ‘weight’ can be challenging concepts for 
your child to understand. Mass is the amount of 
material that is in an object – mass does not change, 
no matter where it is. The weight of an object may 
change depending on where it is and what is 
happening to it. 
 
There are a number of activities you can do at home 
with your child to help improve his or her 
understanding of these concepts: 
 
·  Gather objects of different sizes or weights that 

can fit into your child’s hand and encourage 
them to lift the object up to compare the weight. 
Also ask your child to close their eyes so they 
do not think that the larger object has to be 
heavier – then discuss what you have 
discovered 

·  Show your child how weight and mass can 
change with certain objects. You could blow up 
a balloon with air and fill another with water to 
show your child that the same objects can 
measure at a different weight 

·  Ask your child to find objects of a certain weight. 
For example to find an object that is heavier 
than a toy car, or an object that is as heavy as a 
shoe – have your child discuss the findings 

·  encourage your child to predict which items will 
be heavier than others and to explain their 
reasons 

·  once your child learns about units of 
measurement and weight, begin to experiment 
with kitchen scales and ask him/her to guess 
how much an object will weigh, or ask them to 
find objects which would weigh a kilogram – for 
example ‘could six apples weigh one kilogram?’ 

·  cooking is a great way to experiment with weight 
by measuring ingredients 

·  use appropriate language to show that when 
comparing two items one will be lighter or 
heavier but when comparing three or more 
items one will be the lightest or heaviest 

 
It is important to always allow your child to estimate 
before they measure something and to know that an 
estimate is neither wrong nor right.  
 
For more information on helping your child with 
literacy and numeracy, visit the website for parents 
at: www.education.qld.gov.au/parents/map/  
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Bill Carey 
PRINCIPAL 
 

Election Day Cake Stall 
 & Sausage Sizzle 

 
Rainworth State School is a 
registered voting station and the 
P&C is keen to maximise on the 
opportunity of having many 

people walk through the gates on Saturday to cast 
their votes.  
 
A Cake Stall and Sausage Sizzle  will be held on 
Saturday to tempt the voters and we need cakes to 
stock the shelves. Sausages will be sizzling from 
9am till 3pm  so why not pop in to vote and feed the 
kids as well? 
 
Baking can be dropped off on Saturday from 7am, 
the earlier the better as cakes and cookies usually 
sell out by late morning. You can also leave your 
baking at the Tuckshop on Friday afternoon BEFORE 
3pm. Packaging materials are available from the 
Tuckshop as well. 
 
If you can spare 30 minutes to help with the stall 
please call Rosie on 3366 3564 or 0402 329 461. 
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You are invited to the Hat Parade at Rainworth. The 
Parade is an annual event for students in Prep, Years 
1 & 2 and their buddies. 
 
The parade will be held in the area at the front of the 
school commencing at 9.15am and will run for 
approximately 45 minutes. Parents and family 
members are more than welcome to attend this 
event. (Bring your cameras!) 
 
Students in these classes will be taking part in the 
Hat Parade: 
1K – 6/7S 
1S – 6/7T 
Prep C – 5/6T 
Prep O – 4/5MH 
Prep W – 5R 
2HB – 4C 
2/3M – 4WO 
3L – 4C 

 
Rainworth Cross Country 
This event will be held on Monday April 6 , 
commencing 9.00am and will finish around 11.00am. 
 
All students have commenced training for the cross 
country or the 1km fun run. Our PE teacher is in the 
process of acquainting all students of Years 4-7 with 
the course. 
 
Students who are contemplating taking part in 
the Competitive event must  be an active member 
of the KM Club. 
 
We now have a policy developed regarding age 
groups and all sporting activities. Here it is as it 
relates to the cross country. 



Rainworth State School  
Cross Country 

 
Year/s Age Position in the Cross 

Country / Fun Run 

 
I – 3 

 
6 - 8 

 
No participation in the formal 
Cross Country – students in 
Years 1-3 will have a junior 
cross country on June 10. 

4 
 

9 

 
Participation in a 1km fun run 
(children will receive a 
participation ribbon – no 
places given) 
 

 
5 -  7 

 
10 - 13 

Students can choose to run in 
the 1km participation run 
(non-competitive; no ribbons 
given) or  
Students can choose to run in 
the competition events 
ranging from 2 – 3 km (no 
ribbons and medals given to 
place getters) * must be an 
active member of the KM 
Club  

 
Parents are welcome to attend the morning event 
9.00 – 11.00am. We will need parent helpers on the 
day. The teachers will be spread out along the route 
to ensure the children’s safety. 
 
Cross Country Information 
Children can only commit themselves to one run i.e. 
the competitive run or  the participation run. It is far 
too much for children to run in both races because 
they will be held on the same morning. 
 
The participation run is 1km long and students are 
training for it in the days leading up to the event. All 
students are expected to enter this event (if not 
running in the competitive event). 
 
Students entering the competitive event (very much 
harder than the participation event) are expected to 
have done major body conditioning and build up in 
preparation for this demanding event.  
 
All students entering the competitive event must  
be members of the KM Club. 
 
Education Qld sets out a demanding build-up and 
body conditioning program that students must 
undertake in order to enter the Cross Country. By 
being members of the KM Club we ensure that our 
students are ready for this. All students have been 
informed of this on school assemblies. 
 
Parents, if you wish your child to take part in the 
competitive event and they are not taking part in the 
KM Club you will need to send proof of the activities 
that your child has undertaken to condition 
themselves for the event. Please include: 
�  Child’s name 
�  Types of activities undertaken 
�  Distances covered 
�  Warm up activities included 
�  A log book would be useful 
This all needs to be signed off by you. 
 
Finally this week, we have included the Code of 
Conduct (students, parents and spectators) from 
Metropolitan North School Sport for your reference. 
Please read this document with your child, 

particularly if your child is involved in interschool 
and/or representative sport. 
 
Regards, 
 
Stephen Stocker 
Deputy Principal 
 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 
 

Tomorrow @ Tuckshop 
 
 

Sarah Willmott  HOMEBAKING 
Birgit Richards  Birgit Richards 
Carrie Ritchie  Rachelle Erratt 
Sally Buckley  Michelle Lyons 
11.30 Shirley Powell  Jane Bowman 
 

 
MON 23/3 

 

 
WED 25/3 

 

 
FRI 27/3 

Nerrida Ford Danielle Bartlett Delia O’Brien 
Kerrie McMillan Anna O’Brien Carolyn Smith 
Linda Petfield Michelle Lyons Libby Versace 
HOMEBAKING HOMEBAKING Diana Neilson 
Nerrida Ford Anna O’Brien 11.30 Evelyn 

Smart 
Suzy Tamone Heidi Mellare HOMEBAKING 
  Evelyn Smart 
  Laura Brunning 
  Jessica White 
  Kerry Leech 
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MIDI STRINGS CAMP 
Parents are reminded to complete the necessary 
medical and consent forms and return with payment 
by Wednesday 1 April . 
 
GRIPPS material has arrived and will be distributed 
to students shortly. Students will be nominated to 
audition by their instrumental music teacher. The 
GRIPPS Music Camp will begin with an orientation 
session on Sunday 13 September and conclude with 
a concert on Thursday 17 September. During that 
week students will participate in various activities that 
will develop their musical skills. 
 
Regards, 
 
Reneè Heron           Kylie Moorhouse 
Strings Teacher           Band Teacher 

 
 
 

Library News 
Book Fair 
A big thank you to everyone who 
participated in the fun of our Jurassic 

Book Fair! It was great to see so many families at the 
Family Night and I know that the story readers were 
the highlight of the evening. Thank you to Mr Carey, 



Ms Lauder and Mrs Potter for their inspirational 
reading styles! I must thank my parent volunteers; 
Maggie, Robyn, Rosemary, Jodi and Gail. Their 
support is greatly appreciated.  
 
Thank you also to Mrs Cavill, Mrs Potter, Mrs 
Fitzgerald and YMCA OSHC for their support. We 
made a total of $ 3815.00 and will receive 30% in 
books for our Library collection. Students have 
already been asking me when certain titles will be 
available for borrowing, which is what our fairs are all 
about! Thank you to everyone who supported our 
Book Fair. Congratulations to Katerina Laouris who 
was the winner of the Lucky Door Prize; a $25 
voucher for books from the fair.  
 
Murder under the Microscope 
“Murder” is on again and the team has been selected 
to solve the eco-crime. In Murder under the 
Microscope the students are presented with a 
mystery, an eco-crime, somewhere in Australia. 
Working as an investigation team, students study the 
issues and crime sites, research the victims and 
villains and use the clues provided by Catchment 
Headquarters (Catchment HQ) to try to solve the 
mystery. Clues are revealed over a five week period. 
Once the final clue has been given teams have a 24 
hour window to make their accusation. 
 
Our team comprises students from Years 4 - 7 
classes. This year’s Rainworth Ecos are: 

Mitchell Patullo                     
Jacob Newport 
Caitlan Sherpa 
Benny Woodrow 
Lucy Menzies 
Ned Lembryk 
Katrine Stewart 
Emma Jeremy 
Jessica Horn 
Liam West 
Cameron Exell 
Ashwin Raj 
Tom Harrison 
Robbie Bethune 
Phoebe White 
Hugo Thompson 
James Reiser 
Thomas Carroll 
Cormac Moriarty 
Kate Laliberte-Bickle 
Greta Gordon 
Keely Sayer 
Sophie Poida-Marsters 
Stirling Hall-Pearce 

 
We are busy developing our awareness and 
understanding of water catchment areas and their 
issues. The theme this year is “Crisis on the Coast”, 
which is very topical. The crime doesn’t occur until 
after the Easter break. So stay tuned for further 
developments. 
 
Chess Coaching 
We will be offering chess coaching next term to all 
students. At this point in time we have organised one 
lunch hour session per week. If we have large 
numbers, we may increase the number of sessions.  
Please fill in the Expression of Interest form if your 
child would like to participate. We are looking at 
Monday and Tuesday being the session days – all 
this will depend upon numbers. We await notice of 
the final cost of coaching and will advise as soon as 
this is received. 
 

�  
 
Chess Coaching Expression of Interest 

Attn: Library  
 
 

Child’s Name & Class: _______________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name & Contact Number: ____________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

RETURN TO GREEN BOX 
 
 
Wendy Orr’s Visit 
Wendy Orr will be visiting us on Tuesday 31 March 
from 9-10am . Students from Years 4-7 will be 
attending this session. The session will focus on her 
writing but also the transition of a novel into a movie, 
as was done to her book Nim’s Island. If you would 
like to know more about Wendy, you can go to her 
website www.wendyorr.com  
 
Wendy will be at the school from 8.30am to sign 
books and this will happen in the Library. She will 
sign both the ordered copies and copies that people 
already have.  
 
Read on! 
Jane-Marie Butler & Paula Potter 
Teacher-Librarians 
 
 

Children’s Book Sale @ Scholastic 
Wednesday 25 March 3.00 – 6.00pm 
Thursday 26 March 8.00am – 6.00pm 
Frank Robertson Pavilion, Brisbane RNA 
Showgrounds Gregory Tce, Bowen Hills 
For more information email 
bookfairs@scholastic.com.au  
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Year 4/5 “Come si scrive…” Questionnaire 
Over the past weeks Year 4 and 5 students have 
been practising their spelling skills in Italian, 
culminating in a speaking task where they had to 
spell their name / surname / address and detail their 
phone number. 
 
Congratulations to the following students on 
completing the task at an “eccellente” level (B+, A). 
They will be presented with their certificate and 
special prize during next week’s assembly. 
 
5R – Phoebe White and Callum McLaughlin 
 
4/5MH – Lucinda Erratt, Rose Gunn-Burr, Eliza 
Watson and Ashwin Raj. 
 
Students in 4C and 4WO are still completing their 
questionnaires so I will wait ‘til next week to publish 
their “eccellente” achievements. 
 
Parents, ask your child for their green assessment 
sheet to find out exactly how they performed. These 
were asked to be taken home. 



Year 6/7 SPEAKING TASK 
All class preparations are now complete for this task. 
During this week students will continue to be given 
class time during their Italian lessons to practise their 
replies. 
 
Parents could help by checking that appropriate 
homework time is given to this task; ask to be 
involved by offering to listen or ask questions. The 
task is not an easy one but I am looking forward to 
each student achieving their best. 
 
FESTA DEL PAPA 
Did you know that today in Italy is actually Fathers’ 
Day? 
 
The tradition of Fathers’ Day originated in The United 
States of America in the very early 1900s. It was then 
celebrated in June but as the concept spread 
internationally different dates became more prevalent 
in various countries.  
 
March 19 is known in the Christian calendar as the 
Feast Day of St Joseph and in Italy it seemed a 
logical choice to associate Jesus’ earthly father with 
the occasion. 
 
Other countries share in this idea; Spain, Portugal, 
Liechtenstein, Honduras, Andorra and Bolivia all 
celebrate on this day, though the most popular date 
worldwide is still the third Sunday in June. 
 
Only two countries celebrate Fathers’ Day on the 
third Sunday in September; Australia and New 
Zealand. 
 
So just on the off chance my dad’s reading 
this…TANTI AUGURI PAPA! 
 
BACI THOUGHT OF THE DAY 
Un bacio proibito brucia piu’ del fuoco. 
A forbidden kiss burns hotter than fire. 
                                                                    (anonimo) 
  
Sig Alfredo Ferranti 
Italian Embassy 
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Active School Travel News 
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One in five Queensland parents has owned-up to 
ignoring parking rules in school drop-off and pick-up 
zones and three out of five stress about getting their 
children to school on time, NRMA Insurance research 
has found. 
  
NRMA Insurance Queensland State Manager Brett 
Robinson said hectic schedules could be creating 
some safety risks for families travelling to and from 
school. "As any parent with school-age children 
knows, drop-off and pick-up zones during peak times 
can be busy at best and chaotic at worst," he said. 
  
"Many parents may, unthinkingly, be saving time at 
the expense of their children’s safety. No matter how 

rushed and busy we are, we need to put safety 
ahead of convenience when it comes to our kids." 
  
NRMA Insurance offers these tips for safe school 
drop-offs and pick-ups: 
  
·     always obey parking restrictions around schools; 
 
·     always use available pedestrian crossings, and 
explain to children this is the safest way to cross the 
road; 
 
·     always supervise children and accompany them 
when crossing the road; 
 
·     teach your child to always look both ways before 
crossing a road, even on green ‘walk’ signs or when 
cars are stopped at pedestrian crossings; 
 
·     teach children to be on the lookout for reversing 
cars, especially in driveways; 
 
·     always let children out of the car on the kerb side. 
 
A parent’s perspective 
“When I do the school pick-up for my kids I park as 
far away as I can from the school and I walk – it’s 
much less stressful.” 
- Bill Carey, parent (and principal!) 
 

This week's holder of the Peter Matic Walking heeling 
Wednesday trophy is 4/5/MH. Congratulations! 

�
Active School Travel Committee�
 

Class representatives for 2009  
The following parents have volunteered to be Class 
Reps this year. Thank you all so much, you’ll have a 
fun year. 
 
PYW Annabelle Allen and Miranda Williams 
PYO Carolyn Smith and Sarah Rodman  
PYC Kimberley Furnell and Peta Thomson 
1S & 1K Sally Collings & Nicole Lochran  
2HB Jo Davis and Fiona Marshall (Smiles) 
2/3M Isabelle Robertson 
3PH Kitty Carra 
3L Shannon Beaumont 
4WO Sue Cameron and Mike Bourke 
4C Kerstin Robertson & Betty Beiraghi 
4/5MH Liz Exell 
5R Jess White and Jill Bills 
5/6T Catherine Williamson and June O’Brien 
6/7T (Please let me know who this is!) 
6/7S Shannon Beaumont 
 
Jess White  
Class Rep Liaison 
 

  
 
Firstly, thank you so much 
to Suzy Tamone  and 
Robyn Pole  for stepping 
up to the role of 

Entertainment Co-ordinators for the day. Thanks also 
to Sue Cameron , who has taken on convening the 
books for Year 3, and we’re hoping one of the Parent 
Rep’s can still assist. Last but definitely not least, 
thanks to Jane from 1K for putting her hand up for 
the Gourmet Stall. 
 



Secondly, there have been some changes to our 
stalls. Kim Hingston will do the Sweets Stall for Year 
5’s now and we are looking for convenors for the 
Burgers and Sausages. 
 
So, we are still looking for: 
Silent Auction – a Year 4 stall 
Pre-loved Clothes & Toys – Prep stall in the past 
Handmade 
 
I have no doubt that these will slowly get filled and 
would like to say a HUGE thank you to so many of 
you who have kept or taken on your roles for this 
year. Thanks. 
 
Cecilia Homerlein 
Carnival Convenor 
 

PREP MUMS will be having a get-together in 
Gregory Park, Baroona Rd, on Friday 3 April straight 
after morning drop-off. BYO coffee and other 
essentials for an enjoyable morning in the park. 
 

Year 2 Date Claimers 
Friday 3 April at 7.30pm . Organise a babysitter for 
the Year 2 social evening. BYO drinks and send $5 
per head in an envelope to the GREEN BOX for 
catering. Mums and Dads are welcome. Venue: 20 
Simpsons Rd, Bardon. 
 
YEAR ONE PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
Book your babysitters now for a night filled with 
fabulous food, wine, friends and great conversation. 
Date: Thursday 26 March 
Where: My Thai (113 Haig Rd, Auchenflower) 
Time: 7.30pm 
Price: $32.00 per person. BYO 
(This price includes a banquet selection of: 3 entrees, 
4 mains, desert, coffee and corkage) 
RSVP: By Monday 23 March to Nicole Lochran 
(Tommy’s Mum 1S)  
nicolecooper68@bigpond.com  
Or Phone/Text to 0437 449 866 

 

 
 
 

From The Reconciliation Group 
 
We would like to let you know that there will be a 
Cultural Awareness evening for Harmony Week, 
which the week is starting 23 March. 
 
The agenda for this evening will include: 

a) Information on what your children study 
with regards to the Aboriginal Culture within their 
curriculum,  

b) Launch and introduction of the 
Reconciliation Group and 
 c) Local Aboriginal gentleman to talk on 
cultural awareness. 
 
We welcome everyone who can make it. See you 
there. 
For more information contact Cecilia Homerlein at 
chomerlein@hotmail.com  
 
 

 
 
 

�  Year 4 Midi Strings Camp  
Consent and Payment to be 
returned by Wednesday 1 April . 
�  Read the enclosed Met North 
Sport Code of Conduct  with 
your children. 

�   Return CHESS Coaching Expression of 
Interest  to GREEN BOX. 
�  School Banking  is processed every Wednesday . 
New accounts welcome – new venue MPR. 
�  Walk to School next Wednesday and enjoy the 
benefits. 
�  SCHOOL ABSENCE LINE – 3514 9460 
�  Review the enclosed Head Lice Fact Sheet . 
�  Consider a “hands up” for one of the 
remaining stalls  and enjoy seeing the Rainbow 
Carnival from a stall holder’s perspective. 
�  Come along and watch the Hat Parade on 
Thursday 9 April . 
�  Consider assisting with the Election Day Cake 
Stall . Contact Rosie 3366 3564 or 0402 329 461. 
 
 

 
For information about contributions to The Rainworth 
Mirror please contact Joanna Evans �  3514 9444 or 

Email jevan142@eq.edu.au 
 

DEADLINE: TUESDAY 3PM for publication 
Thursday 

Please supply fully prepared contributions. 
 

Contributions received after this time will be held over 
and published in the following week’s Mirror. 
 
No advertising will be accepted. 
 
Contributions are published at the Principal’s 
discretion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


