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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
What a wet week we are having. Obviously there are always the regular challenges at home and school in 
relation to wet weather but the children have been managing really well with time in class and a modified 
program. 
 
This week a number of our students participated in Choral Fanfare. Congratulations Mrs Killen and Mrs Favell 
on your expert tutelage of our senior choir and contributions to our music program. Congratulations also to the 
students on their wonderful presentation. I had the opportunity to see them perform; what an excited group 
and wonderful performance experience. The group won a well deserved silver award. 
 
This week our Year 6/7 classes have again been involved in filming for a training package being put together 
to provide state wide training for teachers. The filming focused on explicit teaching strategies that develop 
student comprehension, making references and justifying the meaning of texts. All credit to Ian and Megan for 
being identified in this way to profile the work they do with our children. Well done. 
 
At Rainworth we really are very fortunate to have a range and balance of teachers that are early innovators, 
experienced and motivated to learn new things and are all truly focused on students and learning. It really is a 
pleasure to work with such a talented and motivated team. In this, I also include our teacher aides who 
support children and teachers in the classroom drawing on their rich background of experiences. 
 
Another example of the extra effort our staff go to is demonstrated by the pampering mornings that our Prep 
classes have been undertaking with mothers of Prep students. Last Monday PYC commenced the roll out of 
this experience with students providing foot spas, massages, morning tea and a range of other treats to show 
how much they appreciate the job their mums do for them. By all accounts this was well received by parents. I 
know the mothers of children from the other Prep classes will enjoy the experience when it is their turn. 
 
This week we commence a celebration of Reconciliation Week activities. Please see the program that is 
covered elsewhere in the Mirror. If you have not planned to already, you may like to engage in the Friday 
evening program commencing at 7pm in the multi-purpose room. Unfortunately, I am only able to stay for a 
short while as I am involved in a range of other educational commitments on that evening. However, I look 
forward to being able to provide some information to parents who are attending. Mr Stocker will also be 
attending and will be available for the entire evening. 
 
Continuing the community theme, I would like to thank Brad Walker and all of those committed parents who 
support KM Club. Whilst I was not able to participate this term for various reasons, I certainly enjoyed this 
program and know that the students really benefited on a personal, social and competitive level, as they 
prepared for the cross country event. Many thanks to all of you for the work you did during the season. 
 
I would like to remind all families that Prep enrolments are now being taken. If you have a Prep aged child or 
know someone who is interested in enrolling please encourage them to submit an enrolment form early. If you 
live outside the catchment area I also encourage you to submit an enrolment form as soon as possible. 
Decisions regarding the inclusion of any out-of-catchment-area children will be made on the basis of our 
criteria and will be done on a first-in basis. 
 
Please note that our enrolment management plan has recently been redrafted and we anticipate that it will be 
approved for full implementation in due course. This will be further discussed at the Open Morning next week. 
 
In closing this week I would like to recognise one of the local residents who passed away this week. Vera 
Andrews has been associated with our school for many years and was proud to share her memories of her 
time at our school and her father’s contribution to establishing the school over 80 years ago. Some of you may 
remember her from her attendance at the ANZAC Day ceremony this year. Vera Andrews was a kind hearted  
 
 

Thought for the Day 
 

“Great spirits have always 
encountered violent opposition 
from mediocre minds.”  
 
Albert Einstein 



soul and I will certainly miss her reminders of a 
bygone era. My thoughts and prayers are with her 
family. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Bill Carey   
PRINCIPAL  

  
ANDREWS, Vera Frances 
late of Rainworth, passed 
away peacefully aged 92 
years. 
 
Vera was a founding 
student of Rainworth State 
School and in the ensuing 
years provided support and 
friendship to many within 

the school community.  
 
Vera’s father, Mr Troy Verrall, played a pivotal role in 
partitioning the state government of the day to build a 
school for the local families and on 2 July 1928 
Rainworth State School opened its doors to 238 
enthusiastic children, eager to start their education.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

School Closures during 
Flooding or Other 

Emergencies 
The following information is provided so that 
Principals can inform school communities and 
employees of Education Queensland’s position with 
respect to major flooding currently affecting a number 
of schools. 
 
Following the events of yesterday it is timely that  
advice is provided to families in relation to emergency 
procedures subsequent to flooding and other 
emergencies.  Please be advised that it is standard 
procedure for all Education Queensland schools to 
remain open during periods of flooding or other 
emergencies. It is only when the site becomes unsafe 
that consideration will be given to seek approval to 
close a school. In such cases immediate phone 
contact needs to be made with the Regional 
Executive Director who will seek the necessary 
approval. The decision does not rest with the school 
or the region. 
 
The Queensland Police Service can seek closure of a 
school in emergency situations. 
 
Education Queensland will not close a school unless 
it is absolutely necessary as we do not want to have 
students in unsafe, unsupervised situations; 
especially in or around floodwaters. 
 
For many families it is extremely difficult to make 
alternative arrangements at extremely short notice 
and they need to be able to count on the school 
being open unless it is unsafe. 
 
However, there may be very good reasons for 
parents/carers not to send their children to school in 
such situations. That decision is the responsibility of 
the parents/carers. Principals are asked to advise 
that the school is open and that it is the parent or 
carer’s decision as to whether students attend. Safety 
has to be the prime criteria. 
The decision regarding whether school buses 
operate is the responsibility of the bus operator and 

not the Principal. However, it is normal practice for 
operators to confer with the Principal prior to making 
such a decision. 
 
The Principal has responsibility for ensuring that the 
students are safe and that they are not taken home 
without parental knowledge and permission. 
 
Any advice to parents to come to the school and 
collect students has to be made on an individual 
family basis. Messages will not be broadcast over 
local radio as this may risk generating more concern 
than necessary when we want to promote an 
approach that is calm and measured. Although it is 
demanding, individual communication is essential in 
such situations. 
 

 
From the Deputy’s Desk… 

 
Ath le t i cs  Carn iva l   
The Rainworth Athletics carnival will be held on 
Monday 15 and Tuesday 16 of June. The program 
will be in the newsletter in the coming weeks. Parents 
are invited to attend the carnival. The oval will be 
green and looking its best and the children will be 
primed and ready to go in their house colours. 
 
GRIPPS -  Adver t i se  you r  bus iness 
The audience on the evening of the GRIPPS Concert 
consists of around 400 adults and 150 children all of 
whom live locally. 
 
Have you thought about advertising your business 
and sponsoring the forthcoming GRIPPS music camp 
and concert in September? Sponsorship is available 
for $100. This will advertise your business in the 
school newsletters of 13 local schools in the area 
from Mt Nebo, Bardon, Ashgrove Oakleigh and The 
Gap. It will also advertise your business in the 
Concert program and the Western Echo local paper. 
That’s a great deal of exposure for a mere $100 
outlay. Please contact me for more information. 
  
OPEN D AY 
I look forward to seeing during Open Day on 
Wednesday 27 May. 
 
Regards, 
 
Stephen Stocker 
Deputy Principal 
 
 

 

Rainworth State School 

Open DayOpen DayOpen DayOpen Day    
Wednesday 27 May 

9.30 – 11.00am 
RSVP info@rainworthss.eq.edu.au  

 
Please advise your friends who may be interested in 

attending this event 
 

 
 
 
 
 



TUCKSHOP NEWS 
 

Tomorrow @ Tuckshop 
Margot Clark 

 HOMEBAKING 
Kerry Leech  Sally Buckley 
Anne Maree Steele  Judy Grimley 
Sally Buckley  Evelyn Smart 
11.30 Evelyn Smart  Cathy Chan 
  

 
MON 25/5 

 

 
WED 27/5 

 

 
FRI 29/5 

Nerrida Ford Lucy Snelling Kristine Palm 
Annabelle Allen Gail Connell Susie Gould 
Claire Lynch Michelle Lyons Karyn Lowe 
HOMEBAKING HOMEBAKING Anne Wildermuth 
Nerrida Ford Jenny Wimberger 11.30 Renaye 

Cvetkovski 
Tracy MacMillan Sarah Willmott HOMEBAKING 
  Cate Baldwin 
  Fiona Smiles 
  Danella Perrins 
 
 

Music News 
Congratulations  to our 
Rainworth Voices who were 
awarded Silver at yesterday’s 

Choral Fanfare. Many thanks to Rosemary Carroll 
and Jan-Maree Macgregor for assisting with 
supervision of the group. 
 
 “To be concerned with the Kindergarten and its 
music is not a minor pedagogical matter, but the very 
building of a nation.” 

Zoltain Kodaly 
 
The foundations of the internationally recognised 
Kodaly Method, the system of music education 
practiced in Hungary, and that which forms the basis 
of the Education Queensland classroom music 
program, are laid in the formative years of early 
childhood. 
 
The melodic range of English-language children’s 
songs is larger than that of the Hungarian language, 
and of course we use the naturally occurring melodic 
motives found in our traditional rhymes and songs 
with our Australian English-language steeped 
children. 
 
Kodaly’s ideas have, however, provided a very 
effective methodology when partnered with the 
pedagogical philosophy of Jean Piaget upon which 
our current system is based. 
 
Primarily, music education is part of the child’s 
aesthetic education. During the years of early 
childhood music education the main emphasis is on: 
Participation : social skills, turn taking and social 
awareness of others. 
Physical : balance, motor co-ordination, sensory 
awareness, gross and fine motor skills, visual skills. 
Personal : self-esteem and feelings of competency 
through mastery of skills. 
Emotional 
Intellectual : focusing the child’s attention on 
particular stimuli, stimulating the child’s visual, 
kinesthetic, and auditory senses. 
Musical : pitch, beat, rhythm and metre, form, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre. 
 

Singing should be a joy for the children. The aim is to 
encourage: 

 Singing with wide open mouth and gentle 
singing to establish in-tune singing. 

 Distinguishing between our singing and 
speaking voices. 

 Pitch matching with teachers’/parents’ voice. 
 Solo singing. 
 Small group and whole group singing. 
 Question and Answer songs, e.g. Pussy-cat, 

pussy-cat, where have you been? 
 Experimenting with types of sounds our voices 

can produce and experimenting with our vocal 
ranges. 

 Recognising well known songs and enjoying 
sing-a-longs. 

 Learning songs for particular class themes, 
seasons, and celebrations. 

 
Kodaly considered singing the most natural form of 
active music making and the best preparation for 
learning an instrument.  
 
Children will: 

 Experience playing with general classroom, 
non-tuned and tuned instruments and become 
familiar with names of instruments and their 
particular sounds. 

 Recognise violin, recorder, piano, trumpet and 
guitar. 

 Perform movement games to reinforce beat 
(steady, regular) through walking, running, 
skipping, hopping, rocking, and swaying (gross 
motor) and transferring this gross motor 
movement to controlling percussion instruments 
to accompany songs, movement, or recorded 
music. 

 
How is music education provided at Rainworth?  
The classroom music program at Rainworth is based 
firstly on the voice of the child where opportunities 
throughout the lesson are created for some individual 
and group singing. 
 
This approach is based on the belief that every child 
has a right to music and can achieve in music. 
 
The classroom program is organised to give 
sequential and carefully structured experiences to 
develop concepts and skills, if each step is a tiny one, 
no child need fail. 
 
Classes receive one half hour lesson each week, 
therefore cooperation, participation and focus of 
reasonable levels are required of the children to 
maximise our limited time so that progress is 
achieved. 
 
The aim for each lesson is always to plan 
opportunities where we: 
Prepare  a concept. 
Make conscious a prepared element 
Practice  the musical elements already known to 
internalise or embed a concept. 
 
The classroom music program is: 
Play oriented , using traditional singing games and 
dances where repetition and patterning are 
recognised. 
Geared  to a child’s musical development pattern that 
includes a narrow range of notes and pitch, simple 
rhythms matched to language and tempo to match a 
child’s motor development. 
Linked  to the child’s language learning (auditory, 
function, sequencing and patterning, intonation, 



patterns, rhythmic patterns, articulation, 
syllabification). 
Extends  to the total physical development pattern 
where body contact is frequent, the whole body 
moves, and all senses are called upon to participate 
in, or respond to musical elements. 
 
Intellectual and cognitive developments are aided in 
ways including: 

 Extension of memory. 
 Conscious development of attention span, 

accuracy, and perceptions. 
 Demanding processing of information from 

auditory, visual, and kinesthetic perception. 
 Demanding individual hypothesis and decision 

making, and problem solving. 
 Developing recognition of sound symbols in a 

way that moves from the concrete to the 
abstract and from the abstract to the concrete. 

 Developing social skills where partner taking, 
group work, making circles for games, sharing, 
encouraging, congratulating, and the hopeful 
overcoming of inhibitions and stereotyping. 

 
The introduction of recorders in Year 4 is to establish 
understanding of the relationship of note symbols to 
sounds association for the children so that they begin 
to put into practice their knowledge from previous 
years. This prepares them for the introduction to the 
woodwind and percussion instrumental program from 
Year 5, and helps to consolidate music reading and 
instrument practice for those who are already part of 
the strings program. 
 
At Rainworth, we constantly strive to draw on the 
best of existing music teaching practices and 
combine these with knowledge of children’s 
development patterns and learning theory. 
 
Rainworth Voices  will perform as part of the 
celebrations of   La Festa Della Repubblica at school 
on Wednesday 3 June sometime between 9am and 
11am. 
 
Also a reminder about our QYMA competition at 
Aspley State High School Assembly Hall beginning at 
7pm. The entry fee of $9:00 per adult applies. 
EFTPOS facilities are NOT available. Predictably 
traffic will be an issue. Please leave sufficient time to 
arrive in time for the children to meet me at 6.40pm.  
  
Rainbow Singers  will also perform at the Festa Della 
Repubblica celebrations sometime between 9am and 
11am. Regular school uniform (formal dress) is 
required on this day for the choral performances. 
Parents, please assist your children to learn the 
words to their songs. 
  
Year 3 and 4  children who sing with The Rainbow 
Singers have an opportunity to participate in Choral 
Fest, along with the Rainworth Voices and students 
from many schools in the area on Monday, August 17 
at The Old Queensland Museum Building, Bowen 
Hills. 
 
Choral Fest  is a full day of choral work with our 
singers being part of a massed choir of some 
hundreds of children under the direction of Mr Gary 
Holley, an experienced choral conductor and 
educator. Joining him for the workshops will be 
accompanist Mr David Mibus. 
 
Justine Favell, (director of our senior choir,  
Rainworth Voices) and I will teach the song repertoire 
selected for Choral Fest to each choir during their 

respective rehearsal sessions. Please assist your 
children to learn the words, thank you. 
 
Of course, our youngest and very valued Year 2 
singers will learn the songs along with us and we will 
present some of the songs at our Gala Music 
Evening on 29 October with our own Rainworth 
combined choir. 
 
The reason I've not included the Year 2 children in 
the Choral Fest day is that the length and intensity of 
the day would be a burden to them. If you think it 
could be even a bit too much for your Year 3 child, 
please let me know. The children will have plenty of 
similar opportunities in the future. I've not taken Year 
3 children before; however, other local schools have 
indeed included them in previous year’s events. 
  
Thursday Lunchtime Concerts  will be held on 
Thursdays at second break in the Music Room 
beginning Week 3 Term 3. All students who learn an 
instrument are encouraged to prepare a piece with 
their teachers at their private lessons so they can 
display their skills and share their particular 
instrument with their peers and friends. More 
information soon; just start practising now! 
 
Regards, 
 
Moira Killen 
Classroom Music Teacher 
 
 

Thanks for supporting Crazy Hair and 
Dress Day. We raised $470 for our World Vision 
sponsored child, Halima, which is a great result. 
 
Stay tuned for further Student Council initiatives. 
 
Jo-Anne Ryan and Kate Swete Kelly 
Student Council Coordinators 
 
 

 

Italian News  
 
LA FESTA DELLA 

REPUBBLICA - make a model competition: In last 
week’s newsletter you will have found a poster with 
details on this exciting NEW event in our celebrations 
for this year’s Italian National Day on Wednesday 3 
June. 
 
Special thanks again go to our Italian Captains 
Arabella Cooke and Griffin Blaskovich for initiating 
the concept. We are looking forward to seeing many 
entries which will be displayed. Entry forms are 
available from the Office. 
 
CENTO PER CENTO (100%) CLUB: 
Congratulations to the following students for their 
perfect performance in recent Italian tests. 
 
2/3M Nina Panayotov, Charlie Pepper,     
Tabitha St George and Jack Shapland 
 
3PH Lara Berge, Camille Levy, Tara Sims,            
Regan Sayer and Ben Steele 
 
3L Lara Boland, Lilli Corrias-Smith,              
Siena Erratt, Greta Hopsick, Charlotte Lowe,              
Ella Watt, Jessica Weavis and Billy Ganter 
 



ITALIAN WEEK 2009 26 May - 2 June 
Interested in opera, music, fine dining, the art of 
coffee, motoring, fashion? All this and more are 
catered for in Italian week festivities! Find all event 
details at www.italianweek.com.au .    
 
Of course some of the best home grown talent will be 
on display at our own Festa della Repubblica Concert 
right here at Rainworth on Wednesday 3 June from 
9:00 am. Pen it in your calendar now! 
 
BACIO THOUGHT OF THE DAY 
Lascia che la pioggia  rinfresca il nostro bacio. 
 
Let the rain refresh our kiss. 
 
Sig Alfredo Ferranti 
Italian Embassy 
 

Rainworth P&C News 
 
The Tr i v ia  N igh t  i s  now  on l y a  week 
away!  We have 18 tables registered so it promises 
to be a massive entertaining night out and we are 
really excited to have 4 tables from just the Prep 
families! All teams who have registered need to have 
the $200 in the GREEN BOX by THIS FRIDAY 23 
May, this is the ABSOULTE DEADLINE (otherwise 
you will miss out, sorry). Please clearly mark 
envelopes ‘Trivia Night’ with the Team Name and a 
nominated Team Captain. If you are paying by 
cheque, please make payable to Rainworth State 
School P & C.  
 
The Trivia Night is a great opportunity to contribute 
extra $$$ to the Adventure Playground Fund. So, if 
you, your family and/or your business would like to 
donate some prizes to the night, please let me know 
(Jess White jbo@powerup.com.au). 
 
Be there or be square! 
 
The Trivia Team 
 

 
Active School Travel News 

 
Walk to School Day Prize Winner 
Jaidyn Manley (4/5MH) was the winner of the 
National Walk Safely to School Day “lucky gate prize” 
– a Sports Amart voucher so he can choose from a 
range of fabulous sporting goodies. 211 Rainworth 
students took part in the day, which is a fantastic 
result. 
 
Now that KM Club has finished, why not keep up the 
momentum and walk to school? Every Wednesday is 
Walking Wheeling Wednesday , but you might want 
to try other days as well. Exercise warms up the body 
and the brain – and now that the mornings are 
getting crisper, we could all do with a warm-up. 
 
Well done all the students who received pencils and 
rubbers from Mr Carey on Friday for completing 10 
walks to school as part of Walking Wheeling 
Wednesday . 
 

Peter Matic Trophy: This week’s holder of the Peter 
Matic Walking Wheeling Wednesday Trophy is 
4/5MH. Congratulations! 
 
Active School Travel Committee 

 
WORKING BEE 

 
The next Working Bee will take 

place from 3pm to 6pm on Sunday 
24 May. 

 

HOT RECE$$ION-BUSTING TIP  
Save yourself time and money by naming jumpers. 
Just write your child's full name on the label. With 
these cool mornings and warm days, jumpers can be 
left all over the school and we can't return an 
unnamed jumper to its rightful owner. Last year, we 
filled two large garbage bags with unclaimed, 
unnamed school and casual jumpers. Most of these 
seemed quite new - what a waste! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 BOOKS  
BOOKS * BOOKS  

  
Are your  book she lves 

fu l l?   
No room for  a l l  those 

new t i t les? 
 

Donate your unwanted books to the Rainbow 
Carnival bookstall. All second hand books or 
magazines in good condition     are wanted. 
Children's books and fiction titles are 
especially      welcome Drop off to 217 Simpsons Rd, 
Bardon anytime. Just leave them in the garage. 
 
Any questions, please contact Sue Cameron on 
33694243. Thanks from the book stall team: Sue, 
Nikki, Melanie and Jane. 
 
 

THE HAND MADE STALL  
is looking to tap into the amazingly 
creative students and parents of 
Rainworth SS by requesting 
your talents for hand made 
goods.  All hand made goods are 

welcome and we would love to see students get in on 
the fun.  Please contact Tracy MacMillan via email 
(tjmacmillan@yahoo.com) or mobile (0434600480) if 
you are interested in making and donating items for 
the big day. We will hold a few workshops in the 
coming weeks to add to the fun so stay tuned for 
announcements. 

  
In addition to sellable items, we are also looking for 
people to work the stall.  Please let Tracy 
MacMillan know if you have any interest and 
availability to assist and the times that you would be 
available.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 



 
�  Return paid Meal Deal orders 
by Friday 29 May. 
� Consider attending the 
Working Bee  this Sunday. 
� School Banking  is processed 

every Wednesday .  
� Walk to School next Wednesday and enjoy the 
benefits. 
� SCHOOL ABSENCE LINE – 3514 9460 
� Spread the word about the Rainworth Open Day . 
� Return Trivia Team payments by Friday 23 May.  
� Consider donating books to the Rainbow Book 
Stall. 
� Check LOST PROPERTY .  
� Consider making something for the Rainbow 
Handmade Stall. 
� Consider attending Reconciliation Week  
celebrations.  
 

Come and mark  

Reconciliation Week  
 

There are 4 fabulous events 
happening this year for 

Reconciliation Week including: 
 

1. Friday Assembly 22nd 
Laying of the Wreath for Sorry Day 

 

2. Friday Evening 22nd 
Bush Tucker and Cultural Workshop 

 

3. Throughout the Week 
Making a Sea of Hands 

 

4. Friday Assembly 29th 
Sea of Hands Event with special 

guests 
kittycarra@gmail.com 

3876 6926 
0409 548 892 

      
Artwork used with permission of ANTaR Qld 

 
 

 
For information about contributions to The Rainworth 
Mirror please contact Joanna Evans � 3514 9444 or 

Email jevan142@eq.edu.au 
 

DEADLINE: TUESDAY 3PM for publication 
Thursday 

Please supply fully prepared contributions. 
 

Contributions received after this time will be held over 
and published in the following week’s Mirror. 
 
No advertising will be accepted. Contributions are 
published at the Principal’s discretion. 
 

 

Come and mark  

Reconciliation Week  
this year with a Bush Tucker and  

Talking Circle Evening 
At Rainworth State School 

 

 TOMORROW NIGHT 
Friday 22nd May 

7pm – 9pm 
 

 
 

Hands up if you know … 
 

• The two tribes of Brisbane? 
• Who can be called an Aunty? 

• Who is allowed to play the 
didgeridoo? 

• What are good manners in 
Indigenous culture? 

• What your kids are learning about 
Indigenous History? 

 

Come and find this out and more  
in a cultural awareness workshop with 

Aboriginal Artist Michael Connolly 
 

Multipurpose Room 
Rainworth State Primary School 

Entry by Donation 
 

Please join us for this very special event 
kittycarra@gmail.com 

3876 6926 
0409 548 892 

 

      
 

Artwork used with permission of ANTaR Qld 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


